. Polymer films, additives, masterbatch, and additive blends product and processing technology. . Polyolefins and engineering plastics. . Recent patents:
Pelletized additive blends with high extrusion throughput rate, US Patent Application Publication No. US2015/0122151 A1, 7 May 2015.
Compacted pelletized additive blends containing a polymer carrier, US Patent Application Publication No. US2015/0057398 A1, 26 February 2015.
Compacted pelletized additive blends for polymers, European Patent 2373730, 8 May 2013. May God bless his soul and condolences to his family. Andy was a good friend and he will be missed by many.
The question: ''What is the plastics industry's reputation?'' was asked by Don Loepp in his viewpoint article in Plastics News, 11 April 2015. The answer depends on who you're asking. He found that on a scale for 1 to 10, most readers think the plastics industry's reputation is a 5 or 6.
The gist of his unscientific survey is that people associated with the plastics industry feel that plastics provide great benefits to society and that our life would be worse off without them.
Environmentalists point out the negative aspect of plastics and their pollution. There are many programs to contain this pollution and we as a society and especially members of the scientific community must deal with these problems so they do not negate the benefits plastics provide.
Loepp is editor of Plastics News and author of ''The Plastics Blog.'' Follow him on Twitter @donloepp.
In our first paper in this issue ''Polyvinylchloride intercalated poly(ethylene glycol)-modified-multi-walled carbon nanotube buckypaper composites via resin-infiltration technique,'' Faiza Khan, Ayesha Kausar, and Muhammad Siddiq synthesized and characterized a polymer intercalated carbon nanotube buckypaper for improved structural, morphological, electrical, and thermal properties. Resin-infiltration technique was opted for the preparation of polyvinylchloride intercalated poly(ethylene glycol)-modified multi-walled carbon nanotube buckypaper.
Then, we have ''Dual-scale modeling and simulation of film casting of isotactic polypropylene'' by Ying-Guo Zhou, Wen-Bin Wu, Jun Zou, and Lih-Sheng Turng. They present a dual-scale model, which couples the macroscopic flow field of the film-casting process and the material microscopic crystallization behavior. They use a finite difference method to calculate the macroscopic flow field variables such as temperature, extensional rate, and draw tension, while the Monte Carlo method is employed to predict the crystallinity and the crystal morphology.
In the third paper ''Shape memory properties of electrically conductive multi-walled carbon nanotube-filled polyurethane/modified polystyrene blends,'' Naveed Ahmed, Ayesha Kausar, and Bakhtiar Muhammad report on shape memory polyurethanes which are synthetic materials with great potential to respond to external stimulus. Desired properties can be achieved by blending with other polymers or varying the hard and soft segments. This study investigates structure, morphology, mechanical, thermal, and electrical conductivity properties of a shape memory blend reinforced with multi-walled carbon nanotubes.
In the fourth paper ''Mechanical, thermal and optical properties of nanocomposite films prepared by solution mixing of poly(vinyl alcohol) with titania nanoparticles modified with citric acid and vitamin C,'' Shadpour Mallakpour and Najmeh Jarang fabricated nanocomposite films based on poly(vinyl alcohol) and investigated their thermal stability, mechanical, and optical properties.
We have looked at the 10 food safety myths and are now looking at the 10 dangerous food safety mistakes. On the following web site: http://www.foodsafety.gov/keep/basics/mistakes/index.html, we find: Sometimes a simple mistake can have grave consequences. What may seem like a small food safety mistake can cause serious illness with long-term consequences.
Here is the tenth common food safety mistake: Not washing your hands. Why: Germs on your hands can contaminate the food that you or others eat. Solution: Wash hands the right way-for 20 seconds with soap and running water. And a final thought. ''The ultimate test of management is performance'' (Peter F Drucker).
To submit a paper, go to: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jpfs
John R Wagner Jr
Editor JPFS-editor@rochester.rr.com
